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I. Purpose:  The Bishops of Washington State through their Catholic Charities agencies, parishes, and 

the Prepares program provide pregnant and parenting support services to mothers, fathers and their 

families. 

 

Oftentimes, relationships are formed with PRCs to assist in coordinating these services.  The 

following standards are essential components of every partnership. 

 

II. Foundational Principles: 

A. Recognizing and upholding the sacredness and dignity of every human person from conception to 

natural death is a foundational tenet of the Catholic faith. 

B. Marriage and families are the central social institution, and must be supported and protected. 

C. The needs of poor and vulnerable persons, including pregnant women and their unborn children, 

have a priority claim on all members of society. 

D. All persons have a duty to faithfully form and follow their conscience in order to do what is right 

and just. 

E. The primary focus of the provision of services is the wellbeing of the woman and child. 

 

III. Criteria for Partnerships:   

A. Respect for human life:  All persons must be treated with respect.  

B. Values consistent with Catholic teaching:  Human life is to be protected from conception to 

natural death, and poor and vulnerable people are to be a special concern.  Catholic teaching is to 

be respected, and no services or counsel that conflict with Catholic teaching are to be given.  

There is to be no proselytization, but providers may make referrals to churches and other pastoral 

care agencies upon request from the client.  

C. Informed decision making:  Medically accurate information is provided to pregnant women by 

the professionals involved in their care, within the scope of their practice, training and expertise.   

D. Health care standards:  The facility and all employees and volunteers must meet health and safety 

standards established for accredited PRC clinics.  All professionals must have current licenses, 

and all volunteers must be trained and supervised by health care professionals.  For placement of 

an ultrasound machine, a PRC must be an accredited medical clinic and meet Washington State 

standards. 

E. Transparency:  All materials, postings, and communications must be honest and express the 

values of the organization. 

F. Evidence-based practices:  Health care decisions are based on the best available science and 

clinical practice. 

G. Referrals:  Referrals are made to professionals or resources as appropriate. 

H. Accountability:  Staff and volunteers must be accountable and transparent to their clients and 

donors, and maintain the rules and standards established for PRCs and health care professionals.  

I.  Services are provided in a non-judgmental and compassionate environment.  Expectant mothers 

and fathers are to be treated with respect for the personal decisions they make in conscience. 

J. Confidentiality:  All records and documentation must be kept confidential.   

 

IV. References: 

A. Catholic Moral and Social Teaching 

B. USCCB Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities  

C. Gabriel Project 

D. Accreditation Standards. 


